
MINUTES 

KENTWOOD HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

December 5, 2022 

 

Present:   Karleen Root, Debi Crawford-Poyner, Dave VanDyke, Dwell Moore, Erika Plunkett 

Absent:    

Others present: Lisa Golder, Doug Van Dyke 

 

1. Roll Call 

The Commissioners introduced themselves and welcomed Erika to the Historic Preservation Commission.  

Visitor Doug VanDyke was present. 

 

2. Future Goals and Projects 

The Commission had a lengthy discussion about the various projects undertaken through the years and the 

potential projects that may be undertaken in the future.  The following were listed as potential projects 

during the next year.  There was recognition that some of the projects could fall during this fiscal year and 

some could occur in the next fiscal year.  If they are in the next fiscal year it would be imperative to get 

estimates and list it as a project for the 2023-24 budget. 

 

1. Digitize Historic Preservation cassette tapes.   

Budget for 23-24 fiscal year to have this done professionally 

Potential contractor is LaVigne Company 

Need to get a quote for the purpose of estimating how much to budget 

Possibly create blog on oral history segments 

 

2. New calendar for 2024 

City branding is required 

“Then and Now” calendar 

Start collecting photos since the printing will need to occur well before the end of 2023 

Some of the photos in the old calendar can be re-used – Bowen and Octagon Houses, cattle 

tunnel, churches, Shippy’s Pharmacy, Woodland Mall, Roller rink 

 

3. Look into the possibility of designation of Patterson farm as a historic resource 

Development project is likely pending in the near future—since process takes a long time we 

should be aware of costs, benefits and timeframe. 

 

Look into possible designation of former Tassel home at 32nd and Shaffer 

 

4. See if Ed Paciencia is available to do Division Avenue history program 

 



5. Collect information on the Churches of Kentwood.  Could include history, photos, etc.  

Histories could be collected and used for Facebook articles 

 

Next meeting: 

The next KHPC meeting is scheduled for Monday, January 9, 2023 at 6:00PM in the Heritage Room of the 

Library. 

 

 

Newsletter topics: 

Octagon House 

Airport History 

Diversity in Kentwood 

Paris Township name 

Heyboer Farm 

Historic Preservation Commission 

Snowstorm of 1978 

Library history 

Relocating the VanderLaan barn 

Grange 

Gypsum mines 

Strong Mayor 

Landfill 

Township structure 

City Hall 

Train wreck 

Heritage Room 

Heyboer family 

Plank roads 

Civil War Veterans 

Bowen House 

 


